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Welcome! 

Happy New Year! And welcome to the very first edition of the new bi-monthly newsletter for the 
Great Outdoors San Diego (GOSD)!  In each edition, we'll keep you posted on our upcoming 
overnight camping trips, day hikes, meetings and other events and activities related to our 
chapter.  You can also check out the GOSD website and our Facebook group page, for those of 
you who are on Facebook. 

 

November Elections Meeting 

As you may know, we held our annual elections meeting on November 14, 2018 and now have 
a new Core Group: 

Elected officers: 

President - Brent Sammons 

VP of Outings - Matthew Schreiner 

Treasurer - Stephen Magruder 

Appointed Core Group members: 

Secretary - Stephen Magruder 

Membership - Stephen Magruder 

Webmaster - Vaughan Nelson 

Corporate Board Rep - Tyler Redden 

Newsletter - Mark McCabe 

 

A big thanks to everyone who's been 
serving our chapter and who has recently 
stepped up to volunteer. It definitely takes a 
group to keep our chapter running. A special 
thanks to Matthew for all his leadership as 
President of the chapter these last several 
years! 

  

 

https://greatoutdoorssandiego.wildapricot.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/237023139755614/?ref=bookmarks


Overnight Camping Trips 

Our Chapter has posted a few exciting overnight camping trips on our GOSD website planned 
for 2019.  We hope you’ll mark your calendars to save the date and join us! 

 
Mojave National Preserve [CANCELED] 
January 18-21, 2019 
We unfortunately had to cancel this one this 
week due to the government shutdown.  We 
were really disappointed not to be able to go, 
as it promised to be a great trip, Including 
hiking some very unique landscapes, and 
exploring some of the best-preserved caverns 
around.  Full refunds are of course being 
provided. 

Agua Caliente County Park  
March 22-24, 2019 
Join us for what has become our annual expedition to see the wildflowers in Anza Borrego. 
We’re going a bit earlier this year than last year so we’ll hopefully see more flowers. In any case, 
the trip is always a great one thanks to a variety of great nearby hikes, our nighttime scorpion 
hunt by black light, and a very nice campground with showers and hot spring-fed pools! Trip 
notes and registration will be posted and emailed later this month. Please contact trip lead Brent 
Sammons with any questions about this trip. 

Santa Cruz Island  
April 26-28, 2019  
We had such a great time there in the summer of 2017 that we've decided to go back!  Located 
in the Channel Islands National Park, this site offers both hiking and water activities and is 
reached by boat from Channel Island Harbor in Oxnard. You won’t want to miss the opportunity 
to kayak the sea caves on the island!  We'll inform you of the new dates for this trip as soon 
they're nailed down.  Please contact trip lead Matthew Schreiner with any questions about this 
trip. 

Kings Canyon National Park 
July 4-7, 2019 
One of California’s great National Parks in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. Also nearby are both 
Sequoia and Yosemite National Parks. Please contact trip lead Matthew Schreiner with any 
questions about this trip. 

 

Trip notes and registration information for all these trips will be posted on the GOSD site. So 
please check the site for updates. We’ll also send an email notification when registration and trip 
notes for each trip are available.  

 

https://greatoutdoorssandiego.wildapricot.org/
mailto:President-SD@greatoutdoors.org
mailto:President-SD@greatoutdoors.org
mailto:vpo-sd@greatoutdoors.org
mailto:vpo-sd@greatoutdoors.org
https://greatoutdoorssandiego.wildapricot.org/


GOSD Membership 

Did you know that GOSD membership includes: 

● Lower prices on the overnight trips with all 5 Great Outdoors chapters 
● Early notice on GOSD trip registration availability beginning with the March 2019 Agua 

Caliente trip 
● The opportunity for qualified members to be considered for leading an overnight trip or 

day outing 
● The ability to vote for GOSD chapter officers 
● The opportunity to be considered for a position in the GOSD core group 

To become a member of GOSD, or renew your GOSD membership, please visit the 
Membership page of the GOSD site. If you have any questions about your membership, please 
contact our Treasurer and Membership Coordinator, Steve Magruder. 

 

Outings & Other GOSD Events 

We’re happy to announce that we’ve finalized our day outings calendar for the year.  And we’ve 
made some updates to the overnight trips we’re offering this year. As of the date of this 
newsletter, the schedule is as follows. (Please check our website for any further updates.) 

Day Hike February 3 Daley Ranch Matthew Schreiner 

Overnight March 22-24 Agua Caliente Brent Sammons 

Day Hike March 31 Hellhole Preserve Matthew Schreiner 

Overnight April 26-28 Santa Cruz Island Matthew Schreiner 

Day Hike May 19 Dripping Springs Trail Matthew Schreiner 

Day Event June 23 Kayaking/SUP boarding Brent Sammons 

Overnight July 4-7 Kings Canyon Matthew Schreiner 

Day Event August 11 Snorkeling - La Jolla Brent Sammons 

Day Hike September 22 Palomar Mtn. Matthew Schreiner 

 

Though we have this calendar of outings for the year, we’re open to ideas for additional outings. 
So please let us know if there’s a day outing, or even an overnight camping trip that you’d like to 
see added. There are also opportunities for leading hikes and camping trips. Members can 
contact a Core Group member if they’re interested in leading a trip or outing. 

 

  

 

https://greatoutdoorssandiego.wildapricot.org/page-1292905
mailto:Membership-SD@greatoutdoors.org
https://greatoutdoorssandiego.wildapricot.org/


Other GOSD Happenings 

Our chapter President, Brent Sammons, was 
the guest presenter at the Palm Springs 
chapter’s December monthly meeting. He 
shared a presentation on climate change on 
behalf of the Climate Reality Project, in which 
he’s also involved. He may offer a similar 
presentation to our chapter and the other 3 
Great Outdoors chapters in the coming 
months. We’ll let you know if and when those 
presentations will happen. 

 

GOSD Chapter meetings 

We meet for food, some socializing and chapter business the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 
7:30pm. GOSD members and interested non-members are welcome to attend. We hope you’ll 
join us for our next meeting, which will take place on Wednesday, February 13th at Crust 
Kitchen, located at 1201 Hotel Circle South in Mission Valley. 

 

If you have any requests, ideas or questions about our newsletter, please contact our new 
Newsletter Editor, Mark McCabe. 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you in the new 
year! 

 

The GOSD Core Group 

 

mailto:Newsletter-SD@greatoutdoors.org

